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  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     Grant us, Creator God, 
All:              after the example of your holy servant Francis, to do what you would have us do, and always to 

desire what is pleasing in your sight, that cleansed by your love, enlightened by your truth, and 
kindled with the fire of your Holy Spirit, we may follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son and 
make our way to you, O God most High; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         

Here we bask in your peace and grace 
All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Galatians 6:14-18 
A reading from the letter to the Galatians: 

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is 
everything! As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of 
God. 

From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 148:7-14 
 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, * you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
 
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
 
9 Mountains and all hills, * fruit trees and all cedars; 
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10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * creeping things and winged birds; 
 
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, * princes and all rulers of the world; 
 
12 Young men and maidens, * old and young together. 
 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, * for his name only is exalted, his splendour is over earth and 
heaven. 
 
14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * 
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, creator of heaven and earth; you open our eyes to see the wonders around us, 
and our hearts and mouths to praise you. Now give us strength for loving service, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Matthew 11:25-30 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Passage about Francis of Assisi taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Today we celebrate Francis of Assisi, the thirteenth-century Italian whose greatest honour was to be known as 
il Poverello, “the little poor one of Christ.” 
 
He grew up in a very wealthy family and seemed to have not a care in the world until he was twenty years old, 
when a chance encounter with a leper left him appalled by his own uselessness.  Soon afterwards he heard 
Jesus speaking to him from a painting of the crucifixion over the altar of a local church.   
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He threw away his wardrobe and renounced his father’s wealth in order to care for the poor and the crippled. 
In 1208 he heard the commission which the risen Lord gave to his apostles, “Go, make all nations my 
disciples,” and knew that it was also addressed to him. Francis began to train his followers for the task of 
making Jesus truly known and loved among the ordinary people of Italy.  Out of this movement developed the 
Order of the Lesser Brethren, commonly called the Franciscans. 
 
Francis cared deeply for his new Order, but he also grew restless as it became an established institution of the 
Church.  He distanced himself from its day-to-day life and eventually went his own way as he strove to imitate 
Christ’s total obedience to God.  Two years before his death he was granted a sign which manifested this 
desire. One September day in 1224, he had a vision of the Crucified borne on the wings of a seraph. As the 
vision withdrew, the wounds of Jesus appeared in Francis’s own flesh — the scars like nail-wounds on his 
hands and feet, and in his right side a scar like a spear-wound.  These marks, called the stigmata, remained on 
Francis’s body until his death two years later. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 

One:  Come, Spirit of God, and inspire our hearts to pray.  Lift the spoken and unspoken needs of our hearts 
and the needs of the world before the throne of heavenly grace as we say,  
Lord in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
You weave our lives together in a wonderful tapestry of light against the darkness, hope against despair, peace 
against division, healing against the brokenness.  Equip us, Beautiful One, for the fullness of life lived together 
in your presence. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  Artist of All Creation, your imagination has no boundaries.  Your creation witnesses to your joyful 
inspiration.  Your power and depth, we wonder at your gifts in the tender earth, the sustaining waters, and the 
renewing air.  Turn our hands and habits to their care and restoration. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  Dynamic Trinity, Perfect Relationship, sweeping us up together in your life of community.  Your Church 
needs your energy, your inspiration, your wisdom, and your protection, that we may reveal new ways of living 
and shaping our life together.  Come and empower us.  Come and guide us. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  Spirit, you move across the waters of chaos.  Still the stormy oceans of our troubled world.  Give voice to 
words that speak of peace and intention to grow together in reconciliation, healing, and mutual love.  Shed 
light on the dark currents of prejudice, discrimination, and privilege. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
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One:  In still small voices you speak.  Open our ears to hear beyond the winds of self-centeredness and the fire 
of self-doubt.  Give stillness to our restless hearts.  Give assurance to the lonely, healing to the broken, 
strength to the fearful. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  You are the Potter; we are the clay.  Pull, push, and mold us in the ways of justice.  Break down the dried 
shapes of persecution and injustice.  Remake us in your image. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN      


