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  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     Gracious God, 
All:              we praise your Name for your bishop and martyr Ignatius of Antioch, who offered himself as grain 

to be ground that he might present to you the pure bread of sacrifice.  Accept, we pray, the willing 
tribute of our lives and give us a share in the pure and spotless offering of your Son Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         

Here we bask in your peace and grace 
All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Romans 8:35-39 
A reading from the letter to the Romans: 
 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord.      
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 116:1-8 
 

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
 
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 
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3 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: * “O Lord, I pray you, save my life” 
 
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * our God is full of compassion. 
 
5 The Lord watches over the innocent; * I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
 
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul, * for the Lord has treated you well. 
 
7 For you have rescued my life from death, * my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
 
8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord * in the land of the living. 
 
Eternal God, faithful in your tender compassion, you give us hope for our life here and hereafter through the 
victory of your only Son.  When we share his cup of salvation, revive in us the joy of this everlasting gift.  We 
ask his in his name.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: John 12:23-26 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.  Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honour. 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Passage about Ignatius taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria, who was caught in a persecution of the Church around the 
year 115 and condemned to suffer death in the public arena.  The authorities decided to send him all the way 
to Rome for execution of this sentence. He was put in the custody of ten soldiers and escorted along a route 
which led through cities with large Christian congregations.  There was a lengthy stop-over at Smyrna, on the 
coast of Asia Minor, and Ignatius took the opportunity to write letters to the four churches that he had just 
passed through.  There was another stop-over at Philippi in Macedonia, where Ignatius wrote another three 
letters, two back to churches in Asia Minor and one forward to the church at Rome.  Taken together, these 
seven letters were Ignatius’s last testament.  He exhorted each church to gather in unity under its bishop, 
most especially at the eucharist; and he urged the churches to reject certain heresies about the person of 
Christ. Above all, Ignatius urged the churches to rejoice with him in the prospect of his own martyrdom for the 
sake of Christ.  He embraced his fate passionately, even with a joy that we may find hard to fathom. 
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Ignatius wrote in his letter to the church at Rome: “I am God’s wheat: let me be ground by the teeth of wild 
beasts, that I may be found pure bread for Christ.” 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 

One:  Come, Spirit of God, and inspire our hearts to pray.  Lift the spoken and unspoken needs of our hearts 
and the needs of the world before the throne of heavenly grace as we say,  
Lord in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
You weave our lives together in a wonderful tapestry of light against the darkness, hope against despair, peace 
against division, healing against the brokenness.  Equip us, Beautiful One, for the fullness of life lived together 
in your presence. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  Artist of All Creation, your imagination has no boundaries.  Your creation witnesses to your joyful 
inspiration.  Your power and depth, we wonder at your gifts in the tender earth, the sustaining waters, and the 
renewing air.  Turn our hands and habits to their care and restoration. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  Dynamic Trinity, Perfect Relationship, sweeping us up together in your life of community.  Your Church 
needs your energy, your inspiration, your wisdom, and your protection, that we may reveal new ways of living 
and shaping our life together.  Come and empower us.  Come and guide us. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  Spirit, you move across the waters of chaos.  Still the stormy oceans of our troubled world.  Give voice to 
words that speak of peace and intention to grow together in reconciliation, healing, and mutual love.  Shed 
light on the dark currents of prejudice, discrimination, and privilege. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  In still small voices you speak.  Open our ears to hear beyond the winds of self-centeredness and the fire 
of self-doubt.  Give stillness to our restless hearts.  Give assurance to the lonely, healing to the broken, 
strength to the fearful. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
 
One:  You are the Potter; we are the clay.  Pull, push, and mold us in the ways of justice.  Break down the dried 
shapes of persecution and injustice.  Remake us in your image. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our payer. 
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Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN      


