
Longest Night Service at Grace Anglican Church, Waterdown: A virtual service for 2020.  

 

OPENING PRAYER:  

Lord,  

We come together seeking comfort, inspiration, community, and insight. 

We have come to open ourselves to the power of love in our midst. 

We have come together to offer up the seasons and the turnings in our lives, and to ask for each 

other’s support in our learning and in our growing. 

We gather here, now, to spend time with you as we confront our pain in the midst of the world’s 

celebration. Help us know that you are present with us in all of our moods and seasons. Grant us 

a taste of the hope, peace, joy, and love that you promise to us all through your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. AMEN.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS & LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES (Hope, Peace, Joy.): 

• The Hope Candle is lit. Luke 14:15-24: When one of those at the table with him heard this, he 

said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." 16 Jesus replied: "A 

certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent 

his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18 "But they all alike 

began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse 

me.' 19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please 

excuse me.' 20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.' 21 "The servant came back and 

reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out 

quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 22 

" 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 23 "Then the master told 

his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24 

I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.'  

  

• The Peace Candle is lit. Matthew 11:28-30: Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  

 

 

• The Joy Candle is lit. Revelation 7:15-17: Therefore, "they are before the throne of God and 

serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16 

Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any 



scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to 

springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  

(Readings will accompany each lighting of a candle). 

 

INVITATION TO LIGHT A VOTIVE CANDLE. 

We call to mind those we especially miss at Christmas. We remember them by name in our 

hearts. We light candles to represent the light that they brought into our lives. 

 

PRAYER: Comforting God, wrap us in your presence in this time of remembrance. With these 

candles, help us find your light, a light that will guide us day by day, step by step. We cherish the 

special ways in which we have been touched by our loved ones. We thank you for the gift that 

their lives have been to us. Please comfort us, encourage us, and empower us. AMEN. 

 

SAID TOGETHER:  

Salvator Mundi, Salva Nos. 

Salvator Mundi, Salva Nos. 

Salva Nos, Salva Nos. 

Salvator Mundi, Salva Nos. 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER: God of hope, give us this day a glimpse of trust and assurance, in a 

sense of purpose and possibility. Come into our hearts and minds, bringing comfort, health, and 

peace. Re-create in us a sense of thanksgiving, in the joy of your love. AMEN. 

 

CLOSING. Go into the world in peace; Have Courage; Uphold what is good; Honour all people; 

Love! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


