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  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     Loving God, 
All:              by whose grace your servant Elizabeth of Hungary both knew and honoured Jesus in the poor of this 

world, grant that we, following her example, may serve with love and gladness those whom we find in 
any need or trouble; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         

Here we bask in your peace and grace 
All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Tobit 12:6b-10 
A reading from the book of Tobit: 
 

Then Raphael called the two of them privately and said to them, ‘Bless God and acknowledge him in the 
presence of all the living for the good things he has done for you. Bless and sing praise to his name. With fitting 
honour declare to all people the deeds of God. Do not be slow to acknowledge him. It is good to conceal the 
secret of a king, but to acknowledge and reveal the works of God, and with fitting honour to acknowledge him. 
Do good, and evil will not overtake you. Prayer with fasting is good, but better than both is almsgiving with 
righteousness. A little with righteousness is better than wealth with wrongdoing. It is better to give alms than to 
lay up gold. For almsgiving saves from death and purges away every sin. Those who give alms will enjoy a full 
life, but those who commit sin and do wrong are their own worst enemies. 
 
The Word of the Lord.      
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 146:4-9 
 

1 Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord, O my soul! * I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God 
while I have my being. 
2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * for there is no help in them. 
3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * and in that day their thoughts perish. 
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
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5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * who keeps his promise for ever; 
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * and food to those who hunger. 
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * the Lord lifts up those who are bowed 
down; 
8 The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * he sustains the orphan and widow, but 
frustrates the way of the wicked. 
9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 
God our creator and redeemer, inspire your people, in prosperity or adversity, to turn always to you, eternal 
source of life, health, and goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-34 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, 
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Passage about Elizabeth taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Today we remember Elizabeth of Hungary, a thirteenth century princess who devoted her short life to serving 
the poor, the sick, and the homeless.  She was born in 1207 and at the age of fourteen became the wife of 
Ludwig, the ruler of Thuringia.  Their marriage was happy and with her husband’s support Elizabeth not only 
cared for their own children but also found time to supervise various projects for the aid of the poor.  She 
founded several hospitals and homes for the elderly, and provided shelters for orphans and abused children.  But 
then Ludwig died, and her brother-in-law drove her from the royal court.  Elizabeth joined the Franciscans as a 
lay-associate and adopted a life of poverty.  She did menial labour in the very hospices which she had founded 
and went into the homes of poor people to help them with their daily tasks.  Love for Christ kept her going in the 
most brutalizing conditions, but in 1231 she succumbed to overwork and a sudden virus.  She was only twenty-
four when she died. 
 
The people of Germany immediately began to venerate her, and she was declared a saint of the Church within 
four years of her death.  Even today, many hospitals throughout the world bear her name, in memory of her 
devotion to binding up the wounds of suffering humanity. 
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INTERCESSIONS 
 
One: Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we make our prayer to you, saying, Lord in 

your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: God the author of peace, send your Spirit, to empower the work of peace and reconciliation, of 

healing and harmony in our communities and throughout the world. We lift to you those places 
torn by conflict, that there might be a swift end to violence, recovery for the injured, and a 
process of listening and rebuilding that is life-giving for all. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: Remembering the healing work of Christ, we pray for those entrusted with healing in our world 

today.   
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer.

 
One: God of mercy, as you hear the cries of those in need, may we hear clearly, the voices of the 

oppressed and in the power of your Spirit, become the hands and feet, the voices and the 
hearts, of change and liberation. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: Jesus held nothing back, but gave of himself completely. Help us to give ourselves to the needs 

of the world and your mission in it; to give our time and energy, to give of our abundance and 
treasure, to offer ourselves in prayer, to offer our best, for your glory so that the sacrifice of love 
may give us a glimpse of your Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 

One: Creation testifies to your boundless imagination. We praise you for the beauty of the season, and 
the abundance of the harvest. We repent of those ways in which our living hurts your world. 
Help us to reshape our living in ways that honour your gifts of air and water and earth. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 

 
One: Knowing your love, we lift before you, silently or aloud, those we know to be suffering at this 

time. 
Silence is kept. 

Grant to those we have named and those whose pain is known only to you, the comfort and 
healing of your Spirit. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
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Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN      


