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  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     O God, 
All:             you kindled the flame of your love in the heart of blessed Sergius and made his witness to your glory a     

shining light and a steady guide in the midst of the Russian people.  Lead us by your grace and overshadow 
us with your mercy, that in all things we may obey your will and at all times know your presence; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         

Here we bask in your peace and grace 
All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Sirach 39:1-9 
A reading from the book of Sirach: 

He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, and is concerned with prophecies; 
he preserves the sayings of the famous and penetrates the subtleties of parables; 
he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs and is at home with the obscurities of parables. 
He serves among the great and appears before rulers; 
he travels in foreign lands and learns what is good and evil in the human lot. 
He sets his heart on rising early to seek the Lord who made him, 
and to petition the Most High; he opens his mouth in prayer and asks pardon for his sins. 

If the great Lord is willing, he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own and give thanks to the Lord in prayer. 
The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, as he meditates on his mysteries. 
He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, and will glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant. 
Many will praise his understanding; it will never be blotted out. 
His memory will not disappear, and his name will live through all generations. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 34:1-8 
 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; * his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
 
2 I will glory in the Lord; * let the humble hear and rejoice. 
 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * let us exalt his name together. 
 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me * and delivered me out of all my terror. 
 
5 Look upon him and be radiant, * and let not your faces be ashamed. 
 
6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * and saved me from all my troubles. 
 
7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * and he will deliver them. 
 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; * happy are they who trust in him! 
 
9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * for those who fear him lack nothing. 
 
Hear us, Lord, when we cry to you. Calm our bodies and minds with the peace which passes understanding, 
and make us radiant with the knowledge of your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Luke 12:33-37 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them 
sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Passage about Sergius taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Today we remember Sergius, a Russian monk of the fourteenth century who, even before his death in 1392, 
was regarded by the Russian people as their national saint.  
 
Sergius left home around the age of twenty and built a hermitage in the forest of Zagorsk just south of 
Moscow.  He dedicated his little shelter — and his own life within its walls — to the Most Holy Trinity; here he 
learned to pray without ceasing, even while he helped out the peasants who lived nearby and showed 
hospitality to any strangers who passed by his hovel.  In time word of his manner of life spread throughout the 
land, until contemporaries felt that his sanctity must be as great as the Russian forest itself. Disciples began to 
gather around him, and at first they lived in their own individual huts, each with a separate plot of ground for 
growing food.  Sergius eventually brought them together to live as a community under one roof, but this 
reform caused some dissent and he went to live at another monastery. His exile was short, for the monks soon 
realized how great a loss they had inflicted on themselves and begged him to return. 
 
With Sergius as its abbot, Zagorsk became the focus of a religious and national revival among the Russian 
people.  Tartar overlords had oppressed them for over a century, and as they began to fight for their freedom 
they found new strength in the Orthodox faith. Sergius gave this movement his blessing, and his spiritual 
power upheld the Russian princes in their resolve to lead their people into battle against the Tartar horde and 
finally break its hold on Russia.  Sergius spent his final years travelling, always on foot, from one prince to 
another in an effort to keep them united.  His journeys ended where they had begun, in the monastery of the 
Holy Trinity at Zagorsk, on this date in 1392. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 

One: Let us pray…. Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we make our prayer to you, 
saying, Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: For all who are sick with CoVid-19; that they may be healed. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: For doctors, nurses and all heath-care providers, for hospital and care facility workers, that they may be 
protected from infection, adequately supplied with gowns and masks, and given strength to withstand the 
exhaustion of their work; 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: For elders and all with conditions that put them at risk, for all who are quarantined or sheltering in place, 
for all who are anxious or fearful, for families with children home from school, for loved ones separated by 
distance or quarantine, that they may know the comfort of your presence; 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
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One: For all who have lost their jobs or are laid off with no income, for small business owners in danger of 
losing their livelihood, for people in desperate need of shelter and food, that their needs will be heard and 
met; 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: For researchers and scientists pressing forward to understand the virus, develop treatments, and create 
a vaccine, for the World Health organization and local Public Health units, for the members and staff of 
medical organizations; 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: For government officials and civic leaders in every nation and country, that they may be wise and 
compassionate, cooperate in caring for the whole human community, and provide abundant resources for 
those in need now and in the days to come; 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN      


