
A Service of Morning Prayer for Wednesday, July 29, 2020 
William Wilberforce, Social Reformer, 1833, Commemoration 

 

The Anglican Diocese of Niagara 
Called to Life – Compelled to Love 

 

 

  
 
   
  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     O God, 
All:             the Source of life and liberty, let your bountiful mercy continually renew in your Church the never-

failing gift of love, that following your servant William Wilberforce, we may have grace to redeem 
the needy from oppression and power to maintain the cause of those who have no helper; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Leader: The night has passed, and the day lies open before 

us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Keep a time of silence 

Leader: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence,                     
O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. 

All: Amen.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         
Here we bask in your peace and grace 

All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:10-15 
 
A reading from the first book of Deuteronomy: 
 
Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the LORD your God will bless you in all 
your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I 
therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in your land.’  If a member of 
your community, whether a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and works for you for six years, 
in the seventh year you shall set that person free. And when you send a male slave out from you a free 
person, you shall not send him out empty-handed. Provide liberally out of your flock, your threshing-floor, 
and your wine press, thus giving to him some of the bounty with which the LORD your God has blessed 
you. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you; for this 
reason, I lay this command upon you today. 
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The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 12-14 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 
2 That he may rule your people righteously, * and the poor with justice; 
 
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * from one generation to another. 
 
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * like showers that water the earth. 
 
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * and the oppressed who has no helper. 
 
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
 
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
O God, bring our nation and all nations to a sense of justice and equity, that poverty, oppression, and violence 
may vanish and all may know peace and plenty.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-40 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

The king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will 
answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.” 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Passage about William Wilberforce taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

William Wilberforce was an English politician whose commitment to Jesus Christ made him lead a forty-year 
campaign for the emancipation of all slaves throughout the British empire.   
 
Wilberforce entered the House of Commons in 1780 as a very wealthy young man with little purpose to his life 
beyond the conventional duties and privileges of his class.  Four years later he experienced a revolution in his 
attitude to Christian doctrine, when his intellect accepted its claims upon his life; and this was followed by an 
even greater “conversion of the heart,” when he embraced Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour.  Thus 
transformed from being a Christian only in name to someone who actively practised his faith, he threw himself 
into projects for the moral conversion of English society; and it was at this time that he agreed to bring before 
Parliament a bill to end all traffic in slaves. 
 
At that time British landowners in the West Indies relied on slave labour, mostly black Africans kidnapped or 
bought by white traders who transported them and sold them for a profit in the Americas.  Anxious to 
preserve their way of life, the West Indian landowners subsidized Members of Parliament to resist 
Wilberforce’s bill.  The fight lasted twenty years.  In session after session he reintroduced his bill and pleaded 
for its passage with unflagging conviction and eloquence, only to see it defeated by the tactics of the 
slaveowners’ party.  But the resistance wore down before his persistence, integrity, and Christian character. 
The night it passed its second reading, the entire House stood and gave Wilberforce the tribute of an ovation. 
 
This victory was not the end of his campaign. He immediately introduced a bill for the abolition of slavery 
itself, but it still had not passed the Commons when he retired from active politics in 1825.  Eight years later, 
as he lay on his deathbed, he had the joy of hearing that Parliament was finally about to pass his bill.  He died 
on July twenty-ninth, 1833, just as the liberation of slaves became the law of Great Britain and its empire. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
Adapted from a ‘Day of Prayer for Indigenous Justice’, based on a Cree interpretation of the medicine wheel. 
 
One: We turn to God in prayer, lifting before the Holy One,  
the needs of the world in its brokenness: we seek healing; (silence is kept)  
the needs of the sick: we seek wholeness; (silence is kept)  
the needs of the oppressed: we seek liberation; (silence is kept)  
the needs of victims of inequality, abuse and prejudice: we seek justice. (silence is kept)  
the needs of the grieving: we seek comfort. (silence is kept)  
needs of generations, robbed of culture, language, identity: we seek truth and reconciliation. (silence is kept)  
 

One: Come Great Spirit, as we gather in your name. We turn to the East: to your symbol colour Red, the hue 
of revelation; to your animal symbol the Eagle, strong and nurturing; to your lessons calling us to the balance 
of your Spirit in Harmony with brothers and sisters; to invoke your wisdom and grace, the goodness of the 
ages, and so we pray: 
All: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.  
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One: We turn to face South: to your symbol colour Gold for the morning star; to your symbol Brother Sun 
that enlightens our intellect and brings light on our path to live responsibly; to your lessons calling us to 
balance of Mind in the Spirit of humility; to invoke your spirit of illumination and far sighted vision; help us to 
love you and one another with our whole heart, our whole mind, and our whole soul,  
All: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.  
 

One: We turn to face West: to your symbol colour Black, still and quiet. to your animal symbol the 
Thunderbird; to your symbol the Thunder mighty and purposeful; to your lessons calling us to balance our 
emotions in the spirit of Gentleness and Honesty; to invoke your spirit of introspection, seeing within; give us 
your strength and the courage to endure,  
All: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.  
 

One: We turn to face North: to your symbol colour white of clarity and brightness. to your animal symbol the 
swan which brings us in touch with Mother Earth and growing things; to your lessons calling us to balance of 
our Body in the spirit of a good sense of humor; to invoke your spirit of innocence, trust and love; help us to 
open our eyes to the sacredness of every living thing,  
All: COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME.  
 

One: We turn to complete the circle and to look: to God, our Creator who cleanses our Mother Earth with 
snow, wind and rain; to Jesus Christ, the Peacemaker who fills us with the wideness of mercy and lovingly 
embraces all, and the Holy Spirit who inspires us to action.  
All: Amen. 
 
Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN       
 
 


