
A Service of Morning Prayer for Wednesday, June 3, 2020 
Roberta Elizabeth Tilton, Founder of Women’s Auxiliary of Canadian Church, 1925 

The Anglican Diocese of Niagara 
Called to Life – Compelled to Love 

 

 

  
 
   
  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     O God, 
All:            who revealed to Roberta Tilton the secret of your kingdom in a life of service, grant us such 

faithfulness in receiving your Word and sacraments, that we may seek to nurture one another in 
the works which give you glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Leader: The night has passed, and the day lies open before 

us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Keep a time of silence 

Leader: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O 
God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. 

All: Amen.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         
Here we bask in your peace and grace 

All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
Micah 6:6-8 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Micah: 
‘With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 73:23-29 
23 Yet I am always with you; * 
you hold me by my right hand. 
 
24 You will guide me by your counsel, * 
and afterwards receive me with glory. 
 
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? * 
and having you I desire nothing upon earth. 
 
26 Though my flesh and my heart should waste away, * 
God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever. 
 
27 Truly, those who forsake you will perish; * 
you destroy all who are unfaithful. 
 
28 But it is good for me to be near God; * 
I have made the Lord God my refuge. 
 
29 I will speak of all your works * 
in the gates of the city of Zion. 
 
Most High, you know our faithlessness, and our blindness to 
the rewards of goodness. Guide us with your counsel and be 
the strength of our hearts, that we may not fall but rejoice in 
the life of your eternal city; through Jesus Christ our Mediator.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-40 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous 
will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.” 
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One:       The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Passage about Roberta Elizabeth Tilton taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Today we remember Roberta Elizabeth Tilton, a worthy Anglican of Ottawa, who in 1885 founded the 
Women’s Auxiliary — an organization which later became the Anglican Church Women.   
 
She was born in Maine and raised as a Unitarian, but married a New Brunswicker named John Tilton and, after 
several years of thought and prayer, became a convinced Anglican. In 1868 she and her husband moved to 
Ottawa and joined St. John’s parish.  Sustained by a constant habit of prayer, she involved herself in a wide 
range of activities, teaching Sunday School and Bible Classes and working in the Orphan’s Home and the Young 
Women’s Christian Association.   
 
In 1885 she developed the idea of a national organization for Anglican women in support of the Board of 
Foreign and Domestic Missions. With six other women she presented her proposal to the bishops of the 
Canadian Church and with their approval launched the Women’s Auxiliary.  Under her wise and prayerful 
guidance the new organization prospered and at her retirement from its General Board twenty-three years 
later there were diocesan and parochial branches right across Canada. 
 
She died in 1925, and at her funeral on May thirtieth Archbishop John Roper summed up her life in this way: 
“God gave to his servant Roberta Elizabeth Tilton great light of spiritual vision, wide sympathies with wisdom 
and strength of character, to enable her to use them for the extension of his kingdom in all our mission fields 
.... The secret of her life — and of its influence and power — was the personal service of our Saviour Christ.” 

 
INTERCESSIONS 

 

One: Let us pray….  
 
Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we make our prayer to you, saying, Lord in your 
mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: Spirit of God, who moved over the face of the waters at creation, we give thanks and praise for the gift of 
this world, for its beauty and wonder, from the depths of the oceans, to the mountain top splendor. 
Give us a deep passion for your created world, and a sense of responsibility, that we may treasure what has 
been entrusted to us, tend the earth, safeguard its species, use its resources with care, and be mindful how 
we tread upon your earth. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
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One: Spirit of God, who was breathed into clay, to bring life to humanity, we thank you for the diversity of 
people, for our many gifts and abilities, for our cultures and insights, for the potential to be, become and 
create.  Grant to all people, life in abundance, free us from prejudice and fear, fill us with love and hope, and 
unite us one to the other.  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: Spirit of God, Spirit of healing, bring to all who are sick or suffering this day, the comfort of your 
presence, healing in body, mind and spirit, strength to endure, and relief from pain.  In this moment we lift to 
you all those who we know to be in need, silently or aloud 
 
(pause) 
 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
One: Spirit of God, Spirit of light and guidance, enlighten your church with the fire of your love, inspire us with 
a passion to follow Jesus, kindle in us the flames of hope and peace, and equip us for the mission we have 
been given, to proclaim new life, God’s Kingdom and new creation, to all people, at all times and in all places. 
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 
Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

  All:       Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN     Love Divine all Loves Exceling   
 
THE BLESSING 
 


