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  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     O God, 
All:             whose blessed Son became poor so that through his poverty we might be made rich, deliver us, 

we pray, from an inordinate love of this world, that in honour of your holy servant Clare we may 
serve you with singleness of heart and attain to the riches of the world to come; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
Leader: The night has passed, and the day lies open before 

us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Keep a time of silence 

Leader: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence,                     
O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. 

All: Amen.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         
Here we bask in your peace and grace 

All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 

Song of Solomon 2:10-13 
 
A reading from the Song of Solomon: 
My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice 
of the turtle-dove is heard in our land.  The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give 
forth fragrance.  Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 63:1-8 

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * 
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
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2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * that I might behold your power and your glory. 
 
3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * my lips shall give you praise. 
 
4 So will I bless you as long as I live * and lift up my hands in your name. 
 
5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
 
6 When I remember you upon my bed, * and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 
7 For you have been my helper, * and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
 
8 My soul clings to you; * your right hand holds me fast. 
 
Eternal Love, our hearts are restless until they rest in you.  Let your glory shine on us, that our lives may 
proclaim your goodness, our work give you honour, and our voices praise you forever; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-37 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from 
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  Blessed are 
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them 
sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.’ 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Passage about St. Clare of Assisi taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Today we honour the memory of Clare, a thirteenth-century abbess who spent all her life in the Italian town of 
Assisi.  At the age of eighteen, a woman of beauty and wealth, she heard Francis of Assisi preach about the 
poverty of Christ.  She was so deeply stirred that she renounced her former life, threw away all her brocades 
and silks, and put on the rough garment of a nun.  Clare hoped to imitate Francis in a life of wandering, but 
neither Francis nor the authorities of the Church were ready to allow women such evangelical freedom.   
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Clare eventually took over a small enclosure next to the church of San Damiano in Assisi and there gathered a 
community of women who wished to devote themselves to Christ-like poverty.  Under Clare’s direction they 
became “the Order of the Poor Ladies of San Damiano,” and sought to live up to their name by refusing 
anything that would bind them to the economic order of thirteenth-century Italy, even when rich people tried 
to give them land or the proceeds of a business.  They accepted only alms and small donations for immediate 
needs, just like the poorest people out in the world.  They also did what they could to help beggars and 
poverty-stricken families who came to the gate of their enclosure. 
 
Clare herself lived what she taught, claiming no privileges for herself as she devoted her days and nights to 
prayer and contemplation, to the spiritual needs of her sisters, and to the practical necessities of her fellow 
citizens.  Despite increasing ill health, and though she never went outside her convent’s walls in thirty years, 
she remained a source of strength for all sorts and conditions of people right up to her death on this date in 
the year 1253. 

 
INTERCESSIONS 

One: Let us pray…. Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we make our prayer to you, 
saying, Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: Loving God, whose peace passes all our understanding; as we face the present pandemic, and experience 
anxiety and fear, may we hear your voice, bringing calm to the storms of our time.  Strengthen those who 
work to limit the spread of infection, and those who seek to care for the sick, and keep us mindful of the most 
vulnerable.  May we shape our living to protect one another, and may our changing habits, practices and 
sacrifices, be for the greater love of our community and all your people.  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: God of the Church, we give you thanks for calling us into communion with you, a spiritual communion 
that is without boundary.  We pray for the Anglican Church of Canada and for our Diocese of Niagara, for our 
Bishop and all our leaders and for our parishes and congregations; that in these times, more than ever, you 
might empower us to boldly proclaim your good news, enact justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you.  
Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: God who heals, who comforts, and who restores, bring to all those who are sick the certain knowledge 
and comfort of your presence.  Relieve their pain, rest their bodies, protect their minds from despair, and 
strengthen their spirits, that they may be led to wholeness in you.  I invite you in a moment of silence to name 
before God those known to you in need at this time…   (Silence is kept.)  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: Loving God, your Son, Jesus, wept at the grave of Lazarus his friend.  We ask you to console the dying and 
give comfort to all who mourn this day.  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: God the giver of gifts, we thank you for those who have the gift of healing and who give of themselves 
for the well being of others.  We pray for scientists, doctors, nurses, respiratory therapists, and all hospital 
staff working so diligently to protect and treat your children at this time.  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
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One: Life-giving God, we thank you for our diversity and that all people are wonderfully made in your image. 
We pray for those who experience discrimination, injustice, marginalisation, or violence because of who they 
are.  May all people be honoured as children of God.  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: Creator God, we thank you for the wonder of your creation.  We pray for those working to safeguard its 
natural beauty and resources, and to nurture and preserve the many species that witness to your imagination.  
Help us to honour your gift of creation and shape our lives in care of it.  Lord in your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer.  
 

One: God of abundance, in this time of economic uncertainty and fear, when many have been made 
unemployed, when many small businesses struggle, when our instinct is to hold tight to what we have, help us 
to know that there is enough for all, and encourage us to share generously of your good gifts to us.  Lord in 
your mercy,  
All: hear our prayer. 

 

Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN       
 
 


