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  WELCOME 
 

GATHERING 

Leader: +In the name of God, the Creator, the Christ, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

 

Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Leader:     O God, 
All:              you gave to your servant Margaret such faithfulness as Queen of Scotland that she cared for the poor 

and relieved the needs of those who lay in prison.  Grant us a like devotion, whatever the service to 
which you call us, that we may be agents of your justice and true servants of your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
Leader: Wonderous God, you have brought us to this thin place where heaven and earth embrace.         

Here we bask in your peace and grace 
All: and open our hearts to your holy Word. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Isaiah 58:6-12 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah: 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin?  Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall 
go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rearguard.  Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you 
shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to 
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like 
the noonday.  The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  Your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the 
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

The Word of the Lord.      
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 146:4-9 
 

4 The Lord of hosts is with us; * the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * the holy habitation of the Most High. 
6 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; * God shall help her at the break of day. 
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
8 The Lord of hosts is with us; * the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, * what awesome things he has done on earth. 
 
God our strength, give us the humility to trust in your loving care, and the patience to be faithful in seeking your 
kingdom, that we may come to share in the inheritance of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 

 THE GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-40 

One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then 
the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, 
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, 
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it 
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

One:      The Gospel of Christ 
All:         Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Passage about Margaret, Queen of Scotland taken from For All the Saints by The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Reynolds 
 

Margaret was an Anglo-Saxon princess who became the consort of King Malcolm III of Scotland in 1069.  She 
bore eight children and through her husband initiated civilizing reforms in the Scottish royal court, the Scottish 
Church, and the Scottish nation.  But Margaret is chiefly remembered for her efforts on behalf of Scotland’s 
poor.  She not only gave out large sums of money but also ensured that institutions already in place did indeed 
provide relief for the homeless, the hungry, and the orphaned.  In addition, Margaret supplied the funds which 
purchased freedom for those Anglo-Saxons who had been sold into slavery by their Norman conquerors.  Hence, 
to her title of Queen is added the still greater title for a Christian — “Helper of the Poor.” 
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INTERCESSIONS 
 
One: Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we make our prayer to you, saying, Lord in 

your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: God the author of peace, send your Spirit, to empower the work of peace and reconciliation, of 

healing and harmony in our communities and throughout the world. We lift to you those places 
torn by conflict, that there might be a swift end to violence, recovery for the injured, and a 
process of listening and rebuilding that is life-giving for all. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: Remembering the healing work of Christ, we pray for those entrusted with healing in our world 

today.   
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer.

 
One: God of mercy, as you hear the cries of those in need, may we hear clearly, the voices of the 

oppressed and in the power of your Spirit, become the hands and feet, the voices and the 
hearts, of change and liberation. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: Jesus held nothing back, but gave of himself completely. Help us to give ourselves to the needs 

of the world and your mission in it; to give our time and energy, to give of our abundance and 
treasure, to offer ourselves in prayer, to offer our best, for your glory so that the sacrifice of love 
may give us a glimpse of your Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 
 

One: Creation testifies to your boundless imagination. We praise you for the beauty of the season, and 
the abundance of the harvest. We repent of those ways in which our living hurts your world. 
Help us to reshape our living in ways that honour your gifts of air and water and earth. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 

 
One: Knowing your love, we lift before you, silently or aloud, those we know to be suffering at this 

time. 
Silence is kept. 

Grant to those we have named and those whose pain is known only to you, the comfort and 
healing of your Spirit. 
Lord in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer 
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Leader:    Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
  All: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN      


